ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF
THE FASHION INDUSTRY
OVER-CONSUMPTION
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Due to constantly changing
trends, the production of new
clothing has more than
years.
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doubled in the past 15-20
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in 2020, garments are only
worn half as long as
they were in 2002.

of the clothing in our
wardrobe is rarely or
never worn.
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Half of our clothing ends up in
landfills in less than 3 years.

new items are bought
each year.
(in Germany / consumer)

WASTE OF RAW MATERIALS
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60 %

6 kg CO2

40 %

2 kg CO2

of all natural fabrics are
made from cotton.

of all clothing is made
from polyester.

Polyester is made from petroleum a - it is not

Cotton is biodegradable, but needs a
lot of water. In its cultivation,

biodegradable and produces a lot of CO2.
Thus the fashion industry generates more CO2

pesticides are often used.

than the flight and maritime industry
combined.
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of cotton grown is
genetically modified.

fashion industry

WATER POLLUTION
Chemical Fibers

synthetic clothes

microplastics gets in
our food and in the
end also in our bodies

washing synthetic clothes

microplastics get into
animals through food
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Marine coatings
City dust
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Cosmetics
Road markings
Car tires

of clothing is recycled
into new clothing.

80 %
of all clothing sold in
the EU ends up on
landfills.

Find the whole report and all sources at:
www.sanvt.com/journal/eenvironmental-impact-of-fast-fashion

