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Before an idea slips out to the public, the author should know the need to copyright the project. Under the United
States, copyright law under Title 17 contains. The CopyRights law was brought into effect on 19 Oct 1976. There are
14 chapters to the Title 17 of the CopyRight Law. It grants protection to the original authors of the work. There is a
time limit for the subject copyright. However, it extends up to 95 to 120 years. It keeps the author’s work safe. The
United States Copyrights Office handles copyright registration, recording copyright transfers, and other clerical work
surrounding the Copyrights Law.
There are three types of Intellectual Ownerships, namely Copyrights, Patents, and Trademarks. Each of which has
the same purpose; however, each is different.

COPYRIGHT
Once the author creates an original work, the law provides the author certain rights to it. Copyright’s
license is provided to the Author of the work; Under Copyright, the Author can decide to share or sell the
work’s copyrights. They can do so by partially sharing the job or even ultimately providing the privilege
to the other part to use the copyrighted work. Copies of the work can be reproduced under the
directions of the author. Copyright can be transferred and be monetized.

PATENT
Patent related to works of inventions. There are several scientific, literary, scholarly, and even manufacturing.
It has protected such innovations when they get showcased to the public. Some of these inventions include
vaccinations, medicines, automobile manufacturing, or any other technological advances. The US Patent and
Trademark Office does the entire process of Patent infringement Protection. Receiving a Patent to an
invention is a very lengthy and challenging process. One has to prove the innovation is their work of
knowledge. Others challenge it and even compare its similarity to their product. For Example, a written
computer code has to be unique to patent it. There is a level of uniqueness required for the line of code to be
different from other coded applications to give it patent protection under the law.

TRADEMARK
A trademark is a work of design, phrase symbol, logo, etc.’ It is used to distinguish a product or business from
others by the identification of the invention. Brand logos are one such example of Trademark. There is no
requirement to add a trademark; however, due to an industry where duplication and mimicking exist, there is
a high demand for trademarking its designs, works, and logo. There are several instances where the symbol
of a brand is copied or designed in a similar way to a logo design that exists; A logo is the face of the brand,
and people can distinguish products based on it; however, if there is a Trademark infringement, there is a
confusion among the customers. This affects the company’s name, reputation, and even market share.
Trademark gets gifted to an original work under the US patent and Trademark Office.

THE THREE ELEMENTS OF COPYRIGHTING
Fixation
It complies with the idea of being fixed in a tangible form. Like lyrics of a song on a paper is a fixation of the lyrics’ concept
and content. It demands the work to be sufficiently permanent or stable. Hence a live performance can never be
copyrighted.
Expression
An idea cannot be protected, but the expression of an idea gets protected. For example, a book for children has certain
characters attending a Magical school that can be copyrighted. But the essence of the story, like the magic, magical
school, etc., cannot be copyrighted.
Originality
The law takes into consideration the percentage of the originality of the copyrighted material. There can be a similar basis
for the idea to generate, but it has to take an original twist to copyright. For example, an invention at a science school fair
has the same amount of rights as a scientific invention at the university, given the ideas strike originality.

PROTECTION FOR THE INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY
Each of the three types of Intellectual Property Rights has specific protection within the law.
Copyrights
Given that work is provided in a tangible form, the copyright gets applied to the author’s original work. The work can be
distributed and viewed in public as copyright material. The copyrights to a piece of work can be extended to over 95 to
120 years. Examples include books, publications, photographs, artwork, sculptures, movies, music, etc.
Patents
Patents deal with inventions. Hence it must be original; the Patent can be held for a maximum of 20 years and can be
extended if required. Other countries cannot easily access it. There is documentation to put in place before a patent is
granted or shared with any other country.
Trademark
A trademark is used as long as the business or an entity holding it is functional. A brand includes logos, phrases, slogans.
A trademark’s design must be original and must have a particular percentage difference between any other similar
industry trademark.

SUMMARY
Intellectual Property must be copyrighted as it takes originality to build it and monetize it. The world of
business can easily manipulate the designs and present them as their own. Hence the author of the work
quickly loses credibility to the original work. Therefore in such cases, an Attorney with Copyright infringement
experience must be contacted to compensate for the damage and the original copyrights back to the first
owner.
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